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The OPT Underground Gallery

Celebrating its opening in July 2006, The OPT Underground Gallery is a new underground photo gallery. Beautiful and stunning photography include works by artists Jack Iskin, Katherine Sanchez, David King, Michael Vander Vorst, Susan Coppock, Peter Nagainis and Grant Brittain.  The interior of the gallery is reminiscent of a SOHO art loft space in New York City with its black chain-link fence walls to display art, shiny hardwood floors and silver ventilator tubing that lines the gallery’s ceiling. All the artists aligned with the Underground Photo Art Gallery are local San Diego residents who take part in the Gallery’s co-op program.  The Gallery is located beneath the Oceanside Photo and Telescope’s main store at 918 Mission Avenue.  

The Wyndham Timeshare Project

Commonly known as the Fairfield Timeshare Project, the Wyndham development will be located at the foot of the Oceanside Pier.  The resort is currently under construction and plans to open for business this summer.  The resort will include 136-unit timeshare component as well as 32 hotel units, 5048 square-feet of restaurant space, 7,158 square-feet of commercial/retail space and two levels of underground parking.  The resort is located on the corner of Pier View Way and Pacific Street.

Marriott Residence Inn Hotel

A Marriott Residence Inn hotel has recently broken ground.  It is located near the new Ocean Ranch Plaza, a corporate center that is being developed at Ocean Ranch Blvd. and Rancho del Oro Drive.  Scheduled to open in July 2007, the development includes 125 rooms and 1000 square-feet of meeting space.
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The Oceanside Museum of Art
The Oceanside Museum of Art celebrated its groundbreaking on September 24, 2006 for its expansion project.  The $5.35 million project will occur in two phases.   Phase one is the new elegant two story building designed by Modernist Architect Frederick Fisher of Los Angeles.  Fisher is known for his clean yet dramatic designs of museums and other public buildings.  The OMA is currently housed in a historic building designed by Irving Gill, a pioneer of the Modernist Architecture movement.  Phase one will consist of exhibition galleries, a reception lobby created for special events, a conference room, and library.  Phase two will include the creation of an auditorium for the museum’s concerts, lectures and film events, administrative offices and the OMA School of Art, which is currently located two blocks away from the museum.  Phase one of the construction is scheduled to be completed in early 2008.  The OMA is located at 704 Pier View Way.  For more information call the museum at 760.721.2787 or visit the web site at www.oma-online.org.

Harbor Aquatics Center
In October 2006, the Oceanside City Council approved the development plan and coastal permit for the Department of Harbor & Beaches Aquatics Center.  This beautiful new facility will be located in the 1200 block of Pacific Street, adjacent to Harbor Beach.  The project will include a 6,500-square-foot, two-story community facility that will house a meeting/conference room and special event spaces and an outrigger canoe staging and rigging area.  The Center is for community use as well as recreation and harbor/beach-related programs.  The project is scheduled to open in summer 2008.
Westin Hotel Development

S.D. Malkin Properties of San Diego has recently filed its long-anticipated application to build a $187 million luxury beach-hotel project on city-owned land.  The plans include an eight-story, 289-room Westin Hotel on the south block with a 47-room upscale boutique hotel and 48 time-share units on the north block.  The resort will include a ballroom that will accommodate 500 people and two underground levels of parking that will accommodate 610 vehicles.  The hotel plans to open for New Year’s Eve 2009 but most likely will be 2010. The project will be built on two blocks of city-owned land bound by Pacific and Myers streets, Seagaze Drive and Pier View Way.
It is interesting to note that the project also will relocate to the north block the century-old Graves home, known as the “Top Gun House” because it was used as a location for the movie “Top Gun,” starring Tom Cruise.
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